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Tena tatau katoa,
Not so long ago legal discussions about Māori business typically focused on structure types, Māori 
land law, Treaty of Waitangi settlements and tax. These areas remain important. However, as we 
have developed a broader understanding of Māori business, and as Māori business has become more 
complex and sophisticated, it has become apparent that any legal discussion must cover a much 
broader range of topics. This conference aims to give insights into the rapidly developing world of 
Māori business while also covering some of those topics we are more accustomed to seeing. We are 
grateful to the great range of speakers who have volunteered their time and expertise to this kaupapa. 
We hope there will be value in the sessions for practitioners of all levels. 

Matanuku Mahuika – Chair
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Whaimutu Dewes, Barrister, Gisborne
Whaimutu (Ngati Porou, Ngati Rangitihi) is a 
professional director; specialising in organisational 
change, enterprise growth and indigenous 
economic development.

PRESENTERS

Matanuku Mahuika, Kahui Legal, Wellington
Matanuku (Ngati Porou, Ngati Raukawa) is a lawyer and has been in corporate and private practice since 1991. He is a founding partner of 
the law firm Kahui Legal and provides advice on a wide range of corporate, commercial, Treaty settlement, Māori land and public law issues. 
Matanuku has acted on a large number of Treaty of Waitangi settlements, has advised Ngati Porou on foreshore and seabed issues, and in 2012 
was the Chair of the Ministerial Panel on the reform of Te Ture Whenau Māori Act 1993. Matanuku has held a wide variety of board roles. These 
include being the former Chair of Sealord Group Limited and and current Chair of the Ngati Porou Holding Company, which oversees Ngati 
Porou’s commercial interests.  

Nick Wells, Chapman Tripp, Auckland
Nick is Chapman Tripp’s Hoa Rangapū Whakarae 
(Chief Executive Partner) responsible for the 
overall leadership of the firm and driving the firm’s 
strategy and growth. He is a leading expert on 
corporate structuring for Māori, private equity, 
businesses and charities and is Kaihautū of 
Chapman Tripp’s Māori Legal Group, Te Waka Ture.

Lynell Tuffery Huria, AJ Park, Wellington 
Lynell (Ngāti Ruanui, Ngāruahine) is Special 
Counsel at AJ Park, and works with a diverse 
range of clients from around the world, but has 
a particular focus on indigenous law, protecting 
cultural icons, including guiding clients on the 
clash between our intellectual property laws and 
mātauranga Māori.

Tama Potaka, New Zealand Superannuation 
Fund, Auckland
Tama (Ngāti Hauiti – Mōkai Pātea, Whanganui 
– Ngāti Rangi, Taranaki – Ngāruahine, Ngāti 
Raukawa, Ngāti Toarangatira) is a Senior Adviser 
with the NZ Superannuation Fund coordinating 
the activities of the New Zealand Investment Hub. 
He has undertaken legal, advisory, governance and 
management roles in New Zealand and the USA.

Graeme Olding, Chapman Tripp, Auckland
Graeme leads Chapman Tripp’s tax practice 
and advises on a wide range of New Zealand 
tax matters including business structures, 
reorganisations, merger and acquisition 
transactions and tax disputes. He is a member of 
Chapman Tripp’s board, and Māori Legal Group, Te 
Waka Ture.

The Honourable Justice Joseph Williams, 
Court of Appeal, Wellington
Justice Williams is of Ngati Pukenga, Waitaha and 
Tapuika descent. He was appointed Chief Judge of 
the Māori Land Court in 1999, Chair of the Waitangi 
Tribunal in 2004, a Judge of the High Court in 
2008, and a Judge of the Court of Appeal in 
February 2018.

Kiwa Whatarau, NZ Trade and Enterprise, 
Auckland
Kiwa (Ngāti Kahungunu, Ngāti Raukawa-ki-te-
Tonga and Ngāti Tamaterā) is an Investment 
Manager at NZTE. In his role Kiwa assists Māori 
companies raise capital for international growth, 
works with Māori investors to identify suitable 
investment opportunities, and supports the 
establishment of greenfield projects that mobilise 
Māori-owned assets and capital.

Rangimarie Hunia, Ngati Whatua Orakei 
Whai Maia, Auckland
Rangimarie is the Chief Executive of Ngati Whatua 
Orakei Whai Maia, the organisation charged with 
advancing the tribe’s cultural, social, development 
and environmental aspirations. She holds a 
Masters of Commerce, and has held a number 
of governance roles in commercial, Iwi, social 
enterprise and education areas as well as running 
her own business. 



9.00-9.20 WELCOME & INTRODUCTION

Nau mai, haere mai. The conference chair will 
welcome everyone and introduce what will be a 
stimulating and valuable day of learning.

Presenter  Chair: Matanuku Mahuika

9.20-10.45 STRUCTURING OVERVIEW &
 TAX ISSUES

The session will cover:

• The types of entities used by iwi, hapū and Māori 
businesses

• A pros and cons analysis of using limited 
partnerships, including legal and tax 
considerations

• Key legal and tax considerations for structuring 
within rōpū.

In addition to matters relating to structuring, this 
session will also cover:

• What iwi and hapū have done with their 
settlements

• Common tax issues encountered by iwi or hapū in 
a post-settlement environment.

Presenters  Graeme Olding & Nick Wells

10.45-11.10 MORNING TEA

11.10-12.00 FOREIGN INVESTMENT IN 
 MĀORI ENTITIES 

We are seeing a growing number of investment 
partnerships between Māori organisations and foreign 
investors. Attracting the “right” investor is key to 
successful business relationships. However, before 
going to market, what do Māori organisations need 
to consider in order to best position themselves for 
successful partnerships with foreign investors?

Presenter  Kiwa Whatarau

12.00-12.50 INVESTMENT OPTIONS FOR 
 MĀORI ENTITIES

Unique features of Māori investment:

• People
• Land
• Objectives.

Presenter  Tama Potaka

12.50-1.30 LUNCH

1.30-2.15 INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY &
 MĀTAURANGA MĀORI IN THE
 21ST CENTURY

Māori have sought recognition and protection 
of mātauranga Māori and their relationship with 
mātauranga Māori in the Mataatua Declaration, the 
WAI 262 claim, the United Nations Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples, and through the IGC 
treaty discussions at WIPO. As each of these avenues 
have stalled, Māori have had to take practical steps 
to recognise and protect mātauranga Māori. In this 
session, Lynell will discuss and review those practical 
steps, and suggest new ways in which Māori can 
recognise and protect mātauranga Māori with the 
current intellectual property system.

Presenter  Lynell Tuffery Huria

2.15-3.00 SOCIAL ENTERPRISE

Māori people have always worked for the benefit of 
others. This session will explore the ways in which 
Māori entities either are using, or might use, their 
investments and profits as a means to promote social 
and community benefits.

Presenter  Rangimarie Hunia

3.00-3.15 AFTERNOON TEA

3.15-4.50 KEYNOTE ADDRESSES

With a background in the law and private sector 
management, including start up cooperative 
companies, Whaimutu Dewes brings his knowledge 
and experience to the conference for the benefit of 
practitioners. His address will cover:

• What’s the difference between Māori and  
non-Māori business?

• Is it important?
• If it is, so what?

Presenter  Whaimutu Dewes

Now a permanent member of the Court of Appeal, 
Hon Justice Williams brings all the knowledge of his 
career in Resource Management Act litigation, the 
Waitangi Tribunal and as Chief Judge of the Māori 
Land Court to his keynote address which will consider 
future legal challenges for those in the Māori business 
sector. He will teach, engage and challenge you. 

Presenter  The Honourable Justice Williams

4.50-5.00 CLOSING REMARKS – CHAIR

WHO 
SHOULD 
ATTEND

All lawyers working in property, 
public, commercial, company and 
Treaty of Waitangi areas, along with 
anyone working in Māori entities, 
other corporate entities and central 
or local government. 

PROGRAMME

LEARNING  
OBJECTIVE

You will gain wider insight into 
current issues in the Māori business 
arena, and examine future challenges.



MĀORI BUSINESS CONFERENCE 
REGISTRATION

Last Name First Name Title

Firm/Organisation

Address

PO Box:  DX:

Street Address:

Suburb:

Town/City: Postcode:

Phone:

Email:

Dietary Requirements:

REGISTER
ONLINE AT:  
www.lawyerseducation.co.nz 

POST TO: 
NZLS CLE Ltd, PO Box 5041,  
Wellington 6140, DX SP20202

FAX TO:  
04 463 2986

INQUIRIES
0800 333 111
registrations@lawyerseducation.co.nz

CANCELLATION AND REFUND POLICY. 
Please note: Minimum and maximum numbers apply. 
Registrations will be accepted on a first-come/first-served 
basis. Registrations close 10 working days before the 
presentation date (the closing date). NZLS CLE Ltd reserves 
the right to cancel any session that does not reach the budgeted 
minimum number of registrations. This decision will be 
made on the closing date and a full refund will be made to 
each registrant of the cancelled session. If you cancel your 
registration before the closing date, a refund will be made, less 
a $200 administration fee. After the closing date, there will 
be no refund. You may transfer your registration to another 
person until five working days before the presentation. Please 
advise NZLS CLE Ltd  in writing of the change.

PRIVACY ACT 1993 
The information requested on this registration form is for 
NZLS CLE Ltd and the sponsors only.    

   
I do not wish the sponsors to receive my  
contact details.

REGISTER ME FOR

 WELLINGTON
       TE PAPA

27 JUNE

 LIVE WEB STREAM 
27 JUNE

Please note: Live Web Stream 
registrations close 3pm  
Tuesday 26 June

PAYMENT

  PAY BY ENCLOSED CHEQUE: Payable to ‘NZLS CLE Ltd’

  PAY BY DIRECT CREDIT:  Acc. Name NZLS CLE Ltd. Acc. Number 12-3192-004-9995-00 
(Include your surname & name of organisation as the reference)

  PAY BY CREDIT CARD

Card Number: 

- - -

Expiry: 

/
Security 
code: 

Name on Card: Visa 

 Signature:
Mastercard

Amex 

FEE (Incl GST) - Includes book and all catering

Early Bird By 30 May or AFTER 30 May

NZLS/Associate member   $695   $745

 Non-member   $755   $805

Live Web Stream   $675   $725

BOOK

Books are now available in Hard Copy AND/OR PDF. Please indicate your choice.

Hard Copy    OR $ no extra charge

PDF    OR $ no extra charge

Both Hard Copy and PDF + $30

CONFERENCE FEE            BOOK – BOTH HARD COPY AND PDF    TOTAL DUE

 $ + $ =   $

+


